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PET Listening Part 3 – Teacher’s Notes 
 

Description  

This activity activates students’ world knowledge about the topic covered to help them 
predict answers for the sample task. Students then do the sample task and consider the 
main features of this task. 

Time required: 35 minutes 

Materials 
required: 

 Sample Task 

 OHT of sample task (if possible) 

 Recording of Sample Task (PET Listening Test 2 Part 3 Recording 
available at 
https://www.teachers.cambridgeesol.org/ts/exams/generalenglish/pet ) 

Aims:  to introduce Part 3 of the Listening paper 

 to highlight the importance of prediction  

 to give practice in completing a Part 3 task 

 

Procedure 

1. Write ‘holiday’ in the middle of the board and elicit different types of holiday that you 
can go on e.g. skiing, beach, city break, art etc. Feed in ‘horse-riding holidays’ if 
necessary.  

2. Explain that in this Part 3, they are going to listen to some information about horse-
riding holidays. Write up the headings from the sample task form on the board: 

• Daily Programme: 
• 10am 
• 11.30am 
• 12pm 
• 4pm 
• Things to take 
• Accommodation 
• Local attractions 
• Price 

Ask students to brainstorm in pairs what information might be covered in each 
section. Whole class discussion. Write the main ideas on the board. Accept all 
answers at this stage. 

3. Show the sample task on an OHT and reveal the information under each heading 
line by line, going over the meaning. Ignore the gaps for the moment. Alternatively, 
hand out the sample task for them to compare their ideas with.  
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4. Explain that in Part 3: 
• they will listen to a text and fill in a summary of it with six pieces of missing 

information.  
• the missing information is contained in the listening text and they do not need 

to change any words or details.  
• they will have 20 seconds before the listening starts to read the summary and 

think about the context and the type of information to fill in the gaps. This will 
help them listen for the relevant pieces of missing information.  

5. Ask students to look at the first gap (question 14). With the whole class, elicit some 
ideas about what they have to do to get the horse ready and what they should 
check (e.g. check the saddle/equipment is safe and complete, feed the horse, clean 
the horse, get to know the horse, check the horse has enough food for the day, etc) 

6. Focus students on the next gap (question 15) and ask why you might stop riding 
around 12pm (for lunch). Elicit some ideas about where you might stop for this 
break (for a picnic, in a restaurant, in a park). 

7. If you have not already done so, hand out the sample task now. Ask students to 
continue to predict in pairs what kind of information might be in the rest of the gaps.  

8. Students listen to the recording once and then check their answers in pairs. Remind 
students that they must write down exactly what they hear on the recording for their 
answer. If there is no copy of the recording available, the teacher can read the 
tapescript aloud in class, or make their own recording. 

9. Play the recording a second time for them to check their answers. Then elicit the 
answers from the class. 

10. Have a short class discussion of whether this kind of holiday is appealing to them 
and why/why not? 

11. Ask the following questions: 

 Are the answers in the recording in the same order as the information 
on the summary? (Yes) 

 Do you need to understand most of the listening text to get the right 
answer? (No, the answers are short compared to the length of the listening 
text)  

 How long are the answers that they need to write? (Usually very short, 
one or two words. They shouldn’t waste time writing more than is necessary.) 

Expand on this point by explaining that  

 most of the answers are single words, numbers or very short noun phrases.  

 in all cases, the words that the candidates need to write will be heard on the 
recording in the form that they need to be written. However, alternative 
answers which are semantically correct are accepted. See the key for 
examples. 
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 recognisable spelling is accepted, except with very high frequency words e.g. 
Monday or where spelling is dictated.  

 numbers can be written in figures or words. However, it’s advisable to write in 
figures as this is quicker and students are less likely to make a mistake when 
transferring their answers. 

 

Suggested follow-up activities 

Give students lots of opportunities to take notes when listening in class. One way to do this 
is for students to work in groups with some limited information about what’s on at the 
weekend. Together they decide what they would like to do and what further information they 
need, e.g. times, prices, where events are happening, etc. The teacher then reads out a text 
(or plays a pre-recording) containing this type of information. Each group must listen for the 
information they would like and take notes.  
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PET Listening Part 3 – Answer Keys 

Key to Sample Task  
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PET Listening Part 3 – Sample Task 
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PET Listening Part 3 – Sample Tapescript 
 

 
 

 


